
Classroom Scenarios 
 

Essential Question:  What positive solutions would you embrace for  
                                    each situation?  
 
 
Scenario #1:   
 
Kenny and Juan are playing with blocks and wild animals in 
the block area. Kenny picks up a lion and makes it walk on the 
blocks. The teacher comes over to observe. What would you 
do next?   
Scenario #2:   
 
Keyana is playing in the kitchen center, interacting with the 
dolls, and pretending to be a waitress.  The teacher joins in her 
play… 
Scenario #3:   
 
Four children at the sensory table are arguing over the two 
squirt bottles and one multicolor water wheel. What would you 
do? What would you say?  

Adapted from http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/ 
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Moment of Silence

Let’s take some deep 
breaths to calm your mind 
before this session begins.



How children feel about 
themse lves, how they 
deve lop re lationships with 
othe rs, and how they 
learn to express and 
manage  the ir emotions 
affects the ir deve lopment 
in eve ry cognitive  domain 
and is a strong indicator 
of long-te rm academic 
success.



The Profile of the Ready Kindergartener
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The Profile of the South Carolina Graduate



Stress Check

I’m in a 
good space 

and can 
focus

Something 
is bothering 

me, but I 
can still 
focus

I can’t 
manage my 
emotions or 
behaviors 
right now

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

INSERT polleverywhere link 



Happy



What is filling 
your bucke t 
today and what’s 
draining it?

Draining

Filling



Read Alouds

https://youtu.be/3IuxnV1PEEk


Tertiary 
Intervention:  
Few Children

Secondary 
Prevention:  

Some Children

Universal 
Promotion:  

All 
Children

The Pyramid Model: 
Promoting Social and Emotional Competence in Infants and Young Children



Goals of the S.C. Pyramid Model
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● Early childhood environments will be  
supported to implement procedural 
guide lines that lead to more  children arriving 
at school with behavioral and cognitive  skills 
ready to access the  Kindergarten standards.

● Fewer children will be  re tained in 3rd grade  
due  to reading achievement.

● The  achievement gap be tween children with 
and without disabilitie s in third grade  will 
diminish.



● Creating an environment where  EVERY child 
fee ls good about coming to school.

● Designing an environment that promotes child 
engagement.

● Focusing on teaching children what TO DO! 
• Teach expectations and routines.
• Teach skills that children can use  in place  of 

challenging behaviors.

The Ultimate Goal of the Pyramid is to 
Promote Children’s Success By:



Someone Really Important…



Relationships are Different 
than Interactions

• Relationships
– Have emotional 

connections
– Endure overtime
– Have special meaning 

between two people
– Create memories and 

expectations in the minds 
of the people involved



“Every child needs one person                   
who is crazy about him.”

--Uri Bronfenbrenner

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

http://bmawufbp.blogspot.com/p/womens-health.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/wmopen-lifespandevelopment/chapter/putting-it-together-lifespan-development/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://www.mynextmove.org/profile/summary/25-2011.00?print=1
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


So…What Can We Do? 



Playing 

Giving 
Time and 
Attention 

Showing 
Warmth and 

Affection 



“Instruction is more effective when it is 
embedded in the meaningful activities 
and contexts that occur throughout  a 
child’s day.” (Katz & McClellan 1997)



Social and Emotional Skills to Teach 
• Identifying feelings in oneself and others
• Problem Solving
• Suggesting play themes and activities to peers
• Sharing toys and other materials
• Taking turns
• Helping adults and peers
• Giving compliments
• Understanding how and when to apologize
• Expressing empathy with others’ feelings
• Understanding appropriate ways to express anger
• Learning how to calm down 

Adapted and  Retrieved from BTJFoxLentini.pmd (usf.edu)

https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/docs/YouGotIt_Teaching-Social-Emotional-Skills.pdf
https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/docs/YouGotIt_Teaching-Social-Emotional-Skills.pdf
https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/docs/YouGotIt_Teaching-Social-Emotional-Skills.pdf


One little friend cried, “Boo-hoo”; a friend gives a hug
and then the re  are  two.
Two little  friends share  with me ; we  play toge the r and
that makes three .
Three  little  friends ask for more ; they all say “Please ,”
and then comes four.
Four little  friends take  turns down the  slide ; anothe r
comes to play, and that makes five .
Five  little  friends have  fun at school, because  they
follow eve ry rule .

Fingerplays



THE POWER OF ENGAGING IN 
CHILDREN’S PLAY

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://effectivechildtherapy.org/concerns-symptoms-disorders/symptoms/social-impairment/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Powerful Practical Tips for 
Engaging in Play

1. Follow the child’s lead. Wait, watch, and then join the             
child’s play.

2. Talk, talk, talk about what the child is doing.                            
(Thick Conversations!) 

3. Ask open ended questions.
4. Encourage the child’s creativity.
5. Watch for the child’s cues. 
6. Avoid power struggles.
7. Have FUN together!



Thick 
Conversations 
in Play



What do you know about  
thick conversations? How 
often are  you engaging in 
thick conversations with 
children to promote  the ir 

social-emotional 
we ll-be ing?



Thick Conversation Example
Teacher: 

Child:

Teacher:

Child:

Teacher:

Child:

Teacher:

Child:

Teacher:

Child:

Teacher:

Child:

What was your favorite part of creating this 
piece of art?

I liked making the plane.

Oh, you made an airplane. Tell me how you made 
this airplane.

I drew on the paper and folded it up.

I see. You drew your design on the paper with 
markers and then folded the paper into an airplane. 
What is your next plan going to be?

I am going to fly it in the sky.

That sounds fun! How do you know that your plane 
will fly?

Because I made these wings. Wings make it fly!

Oh! So the wings help the airplane fly just like in the 
book we read. I think that is an excellent hypothesis. 
How will you test your idea and see if the wings will 
make your plane fly?

I will throw it. (throws plane and laughs) I did it!

Yes, your airplane soared across the table! How do you 
think you could make your airplane fly higher?

I will make it another wing. (Child heads back to the 
drawing and writing center.)

Thin Conversation 
Example

Teacher: 

Child:

Teacher:

Child:

What did you 
make?

A plane.

Does it fly?

Yes.

Let’s
Compare…

• Child hears 7 words
• Child speaks 3
words
• Child has 2 
opportunities to 
practice oral language 
skills 

• Child hears 113 words
• Child speaks 44 words 
• Child has 6 
opportunities to 
practice language skills 



Tips for Encouraging and Engaging in            
Powerful “Thick” Conversations!

● Get the  child’s attention.
● Use  behavior specific language .
● Keep it simple—avoid combining 

encouragement with criticism
● Encourage  with enthusiasm.
● Double  the  impact with physical warmth. 
● Use  positive  comments and encouragement 

with the  child in front of othe rs. 



Ways to Give Children Encouragement
● “Thank you for _________________.”
● “What a good problem solve r you are , you were  able  to 

__________.”
● “It is so much fun to play with you; you are  so good at 

_________.” (sharing, taking turns, using kind words, 
e tc.)

● “You were  be ing so kind when you ____________.”
● “Thank you for using your inside  voice  when you were  

upse t with Cara.” 
● Thank you to Josie  for asking me  how I was doing.



Let’s Practice…
CLASSROOM SCENARIOS
What positive solutions/strategies would you use? 



Example 1A:  Max and the Teacher
Max is sitting in the block area, playing with Legos. He makes a 
Lego structure and holds it up as the teacher walks by…

Max:  Look!

Adult:  That’s nice. (continues on her way) 

Max:  Look! It goes fast, see…Vroom, vroom.

Adult:  (Turns around) I see. (Turns back around to monitor the 
room)

Max:  Looks sad and places his structure on the floor.



Example 1B: Max and the Teacher
Max is sitting in the block area, playing with Legos. He makes a Lego structure and 
holds it up as the teacher walks by…
Max:  Look!
Adult:  (Stops, watches Max, and comments) Max, this is really cool. What is it    

going to be? (sits down in the block area with Max)
Max:  It is a superfast airplane. It can go faster than Superman!
Adult:  What makes your plane go so fast? 
Max:  It has super fast motor that takes it to places really fast. 
Adult:  Yes, planes have engines, wings, and a propeller (like a fan that moves it 
forward.  Where is your plane going? 
Max:  Into space.
Adult:  In space, you will see lots of planets, stars, and the moon! What can I build? 
Max:  You can build an airport.
Adult:  An airport! What a wonderful idea! Well…I think I need some help. What 
should I do first?
Max:  You can use these blue blocks and start stacking them.
Adult:  (smiles) Thank you. That is very nice of you to share your blocks with me.



IT’S YOUR 
TURN TO 
PRACTICE!



What was easy 
about the  
situation?

What was inte re sting 
and challenging about 

the  situation?

What was 
difficult about 

the  the  
situation?



Thank you for 
joining me  today 
and participating!

        



Contact Information

Wendy Burgess, Team Lead
Office of Early Learning and Literacy
wburgess@ed.sc.gov
803.734.5858

Angela Compton, Early Learning Specialist
Office of Early Learning and Literacy
aacompton@ed.sc.gov
803.734.1392
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